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Introduction and Applicability HYV
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Hindu Succession Act, 1956 (“HSA”) is applicable when a
person dies intestate (without a valid Will).

This Act is applicable to the whole of India (including
Jammu & Kashmir).

It would apply only to Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, and Sikh
religions. However, the Act shall not apply to
Scheduled Tribes unless directed by the Central
Government by way a notification.

It provides for the order of wealth distribution for
male intestate and female intestate.

Succession Planning Series #3 — An Introduction to Hindu Succession Act, 1956 2



Qualifications for applicability of HSA HY'
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The following persons are considered to be Hindus, Buddhists, Jains or Sikhs by religion and to any person who is not a Muslim,
Christian, Parsi or Jew.

Any legitimate or illegitimate child, both of whose parents are Hindus,
Buddhists, Jains or Sikhs by religion

Any legitimate or illegitimate child, one of whose parents is a Hindu,
Buddhist, Jain or Sikh by religion and who is brought up as a member of
the group or family to which such parent belongs to

Any person who has converted (or re-converted) himself / herself to the
Hindu, Buddhist, Jain or Sikh religion
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Order for intestate succession for Male

Male

M2K Advisors

\

N
-
7

)

! . I

Class | Class Il
Heirs Heirs Agnates

S T— |

One person is said to be an agnate of another if
the two are related by blood or adoption wholly
through males. Agnates could be males or
females. For example, a father’s brother’s son /
daughter is an agnate because the relationship
is entirely through males (i.e., father and his
brother).

Contains specified list of
heirs to be followed

Cognates

!

One person is said to be a cognate of
another if the two are related by blood or
adoption but not wholly through males.
Cognates could be males or females. For
example, a father’s sister’s son / daughter
IS a cognate because the relationship is
not wholly through males (i.e., father and
his sister).

The above hierarchy should be followed in a chronological manner. For instance, first preference should be given to Class | heirs and in
case there is no class | heir, then to Class Il heirs and so on. Even within the classes, there are certain rules. Stay tuned for future

alerts for further understanding of the same.
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Order for intestate succession for Female HY'
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Son, daughter
and the

Heirs of the Mother and Heirs of the Heirs of the

husband father father mother
husband

Similar to male succession, the above hierarchy should be followed in a chronological manner. For instance,

first preference to be given to Son, daughter and the husband and in case none of them are there, then to heirs of the
husband and so on.
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Did you know ?

M2K Advisors

What would be the consequences in case there In case of absence of any
is no one who falls under the specified such heir, the right in the

categories of succession for the deceased ? property shall be passed on
to the Government.

What are the disqualifications for an
heir to inherit the property ?

YES * A person who commits or assists in a murder shall be disqualified

from inheriting the property of the person murdered.

« Children, who are born to a person after conversion of such person’s
religion from Hindu to other religion (not covered by HSA), would be
disqualified from inheriting any property of the deceased relative
unless such children, at the time of succession, have converted
themselves to the religion covered by HSA.

/ Exception to the above — A person shall not be disqualified from

/ inheritance on the ground of any disease, defect or deformity.
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Drop in your queries below and we’ll try
covering them in the upcoming series

Euter your guestions here

e\ knowledge@m2k.co.in
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https://forms.gle/7Urx7gJFn8r5Ysob6
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This deck is intended for general guidance only and hence should not be considered as an advice or opinion. We do not accept any responsibility for loss occasioned to any
person acting or refraining from action as a result of any material in this deck. On any specific matter, reference should be made to the appropriate advisor.
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